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(020) 8866 7173

WELCOME
to the online edition of this magazine.
In the current circumstances, we are publishing on our website
so that you don’t miss out on the regular monthly issue.
If you know someone who does not have internet access
and would like a printed copy of this magazine,
please contact Steve Castle at
steven.castle@saintedmundschurch.org.uk
giving their name and postal address
(having first obtained their permission
to supply this personal information).
If you would like to receive the Newsletter by e-mail
you can subscribe by completing the form at
https://tinyurl.com/subscribe-orbit
or by visiting www.saintedmundschurch.org.uk
and clicking the “Subscribe” link underneath “Weekly Newsletter”.
All Services continue to be celebrated with a congregation inside Church.
In addition, the 10 am Sunday Sung Eucharist is available online see www.saintedmundschurch.org.uk for details.
Refreshments are now available in the Hall afterwards (table service).
The wearing of masks is optional.
Communion continues to be given in one kind only.
The Peace is shared non-physically.
The Offertory Procession remains suspended,
but collection plates are available near the Font.
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LETTER FROM OUR LAY MINISTER
Fr. Michael caught Covid at the beginning of May, and although he is no longer
infectious, is taking time to recover. He is having a week’s holiday and Sarah Parnaby
has agreed that the sermon she gave recently could be published in place of
the Vicar’s monthly letter. We hope that Fr Michael will soon return to full health.
Our gospel reading on Sunday 15th May was about Jesus’ commandment to love one
another, which was timely, as I’d just read a couple of articles about hate-crime.
Matthew Williams, a professor of Criminology at Cardiff University, specialises in
hate-crimes. He’s the co-founder, with computer-scientist Pete Burlap, of ‘Hatelab’, a
platform that monitors hate across social media in real time. They pass their insights
on to organisations that inform counter-hate-speech campaigns, ban users and pursue
prosecutions. The results of his research lead Williams to believe that hate has
become ever more prevalent in Britain and the US in recent years. One example was
the vast flood of racist abuse directed at our black footballers after England failed to
win the Euros.
What is the reason for all this racist, misogynistic, homophobic and other forms of
venom showered at people? The most direct cause is clearly the internet revolution.
People can hide behind their keyboards and shoot their poison darts at whomsoever
they wish, gaining praise and popularity from those who are like-minded, as well as
stirring up false information and anger in the minds of others.
But it's not just ordinary people, wanting their 5 minutes of fame. Public figures are
very good at causing fear, hatred and division between social groups, areas - and
countries, as we can witness in this terrible war in Ukraine. And again, it is media,
whether social or public, which can help create these toxic situations.
Williams has also just published a book, ‘Science of Hate’, which looks at the
biological and social reasons for hate-crimes. Is everyone capable of hate? Evidence
suggests that biologically and psychologically, there isn’t much difference between us,
although those who are insecure and untrusting through bad experiences in their
youth might in some cases be more easily tipped over into violence.
However, Williams believes ‘the majority are not hateful’, and hopes for ‘more of
these good citizens to stand up to hatred when they see it, rather than scrolling or
walking on’.
What causes hatred? On a personal level, it’s usually when someone has been badly
hurt by, or becomes bitterly jealous of, another.
But hatred can also stem from prejudice. Prejudice itself comes from an entirely
natural source. When we come across something or someone unfamiliar, and
therefore potentially threatening, the fast but not very intelligent part of our brain,
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the amygdala, comes into play, in order to protect us from danger. If the more
reasonable pre-frontal cortex is not then engaged, we are left with a message that ALL
people/things that look/sound/smell like the object of our fear, are to be avoided or
shunned.
But when prejudice becomes hatred, it’s a different story: it’s not just about avoiding
the stranger, but attacking him/her. Hatred has more energy. In fact, the more
powerful the hater, the more deadly the outcome. National leaders, for example, will
even create a warped ‘morality’ around their actions, as Hitler did with the Jews.
Further down the chain, there are those who retaliate against a whole group, to
which only a few offenders belong, causing suffering to innocent people. And then of
course there are those who like stirring things up, and may end up believing their
own lies.
So, how do we tackle hate? Williams, as I mentioned earlier, believes there are
enough decent people around to do so, if they’re willing. We need to remember,
though, that in some countries, e.g. Russia, it is much more dangerous to protest
against bad government than in a more democratic regime. We should not assume
that all Russians agree with Putin.
The Professor has some suggestions, as far as our modern world of the Internet goes.
He talks of ways to ‘neutralise’ hate-speech. Instead of going in ‘all guns blazing’ in
our outrage at offensive speech, we can be more effective by calmly challenging the
logic of their claims by countering them with the true facts/more reliable information
sources.
Humour and parody can also be used to diffuse situations and showing up the
offender’s inconsistency in a light-hearted way. And we can link up with more
reasonable thinkers to find and show solidarity against hateful thinking. It requires a
conscious effort, but it can turn the tide. As can looking more closely at our own
prejudices, and learning from that knowledge.
Jesus would not have had to tell people to love one another if it was easy. Love isn’t
about what we feel: it’s an energy God gives us through His own love, more than
equal to the energy of hate. I have witnessed so much loving support for others over
the years from this congregation. But if we’re finding it easy, we’re not doing enough.
We need to go further. We must not tolerate any kind of hate-speech, or prejudicial
statements or behaviour. We must not even get drawn into negative talk about one
another. We must stand up against false and spiteful information, and try to keep an
open and loving mind about all our fellow human beings. Hard? Extremely. Almost
impossible, in fact! But in keeping this commandment, we can begin to transform the
world - and, in our turn, be transformed ourselves.
Have a wonderful June, Sarah Parnaby.
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CALENDAR AND PRINCIPAL SERVICE READINGS JUNE 2022
Principal Service - Sung Eucharist at 10.00 am every Sunday
2 Thur

5.45 pm

Fish & Chips and Royal Film Evening

5 SUN

THE DAY OF PENTECOST
Acts 2.1-21, Romans 8.14-17, John 14.8-17
12 noon Platinum Jubilee Barbecue Lunch

11 Sat

St. Barnabas, Apostle

12 SUN

TRINITY SUNDAY
Proverbs 8.1-4, 22-31, Romans 5.1-5, John 16.12-15

16 Thur

CORPUS CHRISTI (The Day of Thanksgiving for Holy Communion)
8.00 pm Sung Eucharist
Genesis 14.18-20, 1 Corinthians 11.23-26, John 6.51-58

18 Sat

11.30 am S U M M E R F A I R

19 SUN

1st SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Isaiah 65.1-9, Galatians 3.23-end, Luke 8.26-39

21 Tues

2.30 pm

Women’s Guild - Garden Centre Visit

24 Fri

Birth of John the Baptist

26 SUN

2nd SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
1 Kings 19.5-16, 19-end, Galatians 5.1, 13-25, Luke 9.51-end

29 Wed

St. Peter and St. Paul, Apostles

PLATINUM JUBILEE BARBECUE LUNCH
12 noon on Sunday 5th June, in the Hall
Tickets are free - from Steve Castle
or call 07899 022 459
Donations to “Raise the Roof” will be gratefully received.
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WEEKDAY SERVICES AND OTHER ACTIVITIES
Sunday
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

10.00 am
5.00 pm
6.30 pm
7.00 pm
7.15 pm
6.15 pm
7.00 pm
6.00 pm
10.00 am
11.00 am
8.00 pm
10.30 am

Sunday School
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
Guides
SAID EUCHARIST
Brownies
Scouts
SAID EUCHARIST
SAID EUCHARIST
SAID EUCHARIST
Arrow Players
SAID EUCHARIST

JULY MAGAZINE
All contributions for
the June Magazine
to be with Jenny Jones by
Friday 17th June
020 8866 7173
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RAISE THE ROOF UPDATE
I am delighted to tell you
that we have reached our
phase 1 target and by the
time you read this work will
have begun to replace our
flat roofs. The scaffolding
is due to arrive on 23rd May
and the work is expected to
take 6 weeks.
If the
weather behaves it will be
complete before the start of
the summer holidays.
Thank you for your generosity and support
throughout this first fundraising period. To have
reached this milestone just 8 months after the
launch of Raise the Roof is a wonderful achievement
and one for which we can all give our grateful
thanks to God; not only for enabling us to meet the
target but also for the fun and fellowship we have
enjoyed together during the fundraising events.
I will keep you informed as the phase 1 work
progresses and of course, now phase 1 fundraising is
complete, it’s on to phase 2!
Phase 2
In phase 2 we will be replacing the leaking Lady Chapel and Hall pitched roofs.
Because the new tiles and insulation will be heavier, some strengthening work on the
roof trusses will also be carried out.
We have already started some of the phase 2 work; the structural engineering design
for the roof strengthening work is complete and a budget estimate has been received.
Due to previous fundraising efforts towards the hall roof we are not starting our
phase 2 fundraising from zero. We had almost £17,000 already raised and, thanks to
a recent contribution from Arrow Players, a further £25,000 has been added to the
fund.
So, it’s out with the phase 1 drainpipe and in with the phase 2 (partially) tiled roof!
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£208,000 is a large figure to raise so, alongside our own fundraising efforts, we will
also be applying for external grants to help us towards the target.
We will continue to update the fundraising totals in this magazine and during Parish
Notices on the 1st or 2nd Sunday of the month.
If you would like to make a personal donation towards the phase 2 work it would be
very welcome. Donations can be made in several ways:
•

by cheque, made payable to PCC of St. Edmund The King
(with “Raise the Roof” written on the reverse please).
Cheques may be sent to
The Treasurer, St. Edmund’s Church, 2 Pinner Road, Northwood. HA6 1QS.

•

by bank transfer to our account with CAF Bank:
o account name: PCC of St Edmund The King, Northwood Hills
o sort code: 40-52-40
o account number: 00017222

•

by online donation via credit or debit card or PayPal by clicking the “Donate
here” button on our website: www.saintedmundschurch.org.uk

Thank you.
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Dates for your Diary: Fundraising Events in aid of “Raise The Roof”
The profits from the fundraising events below will be given to the “Raise The Roof”
appeal. The Building and Fundraising PCC Sub-committee is planning the following
events to be held in 2022:
1st Sunday of each month 11.15am: Bring-and-Buy Sale
Thursday 2nd June: Fish and Chips and Platinum Jubilee Film Evening
Pentecost Sunday 5th June: Platinum Jubilee Barbecue Lunch
Saturday 18th June: Summer Fair
Saturday 24th September: Book Sale and Eco Fair
Saturday 15th October: Quiz Evening
Saturday 26th November: Christmas Bazaar
Friday 9th – Saturday 18th December: Christmas Tree Festival
Please put these events in your diary and thank you in advance for your support.
Please let me know if you have any new fundraising ideas, would like to organise an
event, have any requests for a revival of previously-held events, or would like to join
the committee.
More information
If you would like to know more about the appeal please contact me on 020 8868
0482 or e-mail steven.castle@saintedmundschurch.org.uk Terry Diggins is now the
Stewardship Recorder and will be happy to answer any questions you may have about
making donations.
May Fundraising
The Bring and Buy Sale on the first Sunday of the month continued its successful run
with over £100 raised. A retiring collection for Raise the Roof was generously
supported by appreciative audiences of Arrow Players’ recent “Wynter’s Ending” play,
and we raised over £1,000 in profit at the Plant Sale on14th May. Donations also
continued to be received from individuals for which we are grateful.
And finally…
Please join me in praying that the phase 1 roof work will be completed safely and
successfully over the coming weeks.
With my grateful thanks and best wishes, Steve.
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CORPUS CHRISTI
Mike Godden
Corpus Christi (which is Latin for “the body of Christ”) is the festival of the Church
honouring
the
Sacramental
presence
of
Christ
at
the
Eucharist.
The festival is observed each year on the Thursday after Trinity Sunday.
The origin of the feast is attributed to St. Juliana, prioress of Mont Cornillon, near
Liège, in what is now eastern Belgium. Her veneration for the Blessèd Sacrament was
intensified by a vision, which led her to persuade Robert de Torote, Bishop of Liège,
in 1246, to order the festival for his diocese. Subsequently, in 1261, when Jacques
Pantaléon, formerly Archdeacon of Liège, became Pope Urban IV, he ordered the
festival for the whole Church. The original office for the festival was written by
St. Thomas Aquinas.
By the middle of the 14th century, the festival had found general acceptance, and in
the 15th century it became for a time the principal feast of the Church. The central
part of the liturgy was the procession of the Host, which developed into a full outdoor
pageant in which sovereigns and princes took part, together with guilds, merchants,
magistrates, nobility and clergy.
After the procession, mystery and miracle plays were performed in the public square
by members of the guilds. The custom of holding the religious procession outdoors
was discontinued in all but the Roman Catholic countries following the Reformation.
The performance of miracle plays survived for a long time, especially in England.
The feast is now properly referred to as the Day of Thanksgiving for the Institution of
Holy Communion. The office now used still retains the procession of the Host,
carried in either a Monstrance or in a veiled Ciborium. The celebration is in a very
real sense the embodiment for all time of all that we have celebrated and
commemorated since Christmas Eve, and is the assurance that Christ is with us for
ever, in and through the Eucharistic Feast.
Corpus Christi this year is on Thursday 16th June.
Do come and join the celebration - at 8 pm
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St. EDMUND’S WOMEN’S GUILD
Will meet on Tuesday 21st June
for a visit to the Harrow Garden Centre
Headstone Lane
We’ll meet at 2.30 pm at the Church
before going on to the Garden Centre.
All are welcome.

St. EDMUND’S YOUTH GROUP
meets every 2 weeks on Wednesdays during term time
7-9 pm, in the Hall.
Open to all aged 10-16.
Contact Steve Castle on 020 8868 0482 for information.

June dates - 8th and 22nd
See www.saintedmundschurch.org.uk/youthgroup for details

ARROW PLAYERS
After three years the Arrow Players’ ‘May Play’ returned with
“Wynter’s Ending or Murder on the Airwaves”, a mystery by Mike Warrick.
The production encapsulated an extremely amusing and entertaining evening.
The cast were all superb, each character having their own moment to be
under suspicion for the demise of radio writer and actor Martin Trewyn.
There followed another body to contemplate, or so we thought !
The play was both amusing and thought-provoking with many a red herring.
Well done to all involved! We look forward to the next production.
Terry and Marian Grealey
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ROYAL FILM EVENING
THURSDAY 2nd June 2022
at St. Edmund’s Hall

part of St. Edmund’s celebrations
of the Platinum Jubilee
of H.M. The
The Queen

Doors open 5.30 pm
Supper at 5.45 pm
(Fish n Chips/Chicken n Chips/Veggie Burger n Chips)

followed at approx. 6.30 pm by the Film
Tickets £12 adults, £7 children
(Film only - £8 adults, £5 children)
Tea/coffee/biscuits extra
Please prepre-order for supper by Sunday 29 May
There will be a raffle
All profits to St. Edmund’s “Raise the Roof” appeal
For Tickets - phone 07928 107 627
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ST. EDMUND’S
CHURCH
Pinner Road, Northwood
HA6 1QS

11.30 am - 2 pm
SATURDAY 18th JUNE
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS
Sarah Parnaby
Jubilee greetings to you all.
Holy Week was both intense and uplifting, with meditations by Fr. Michael from
Monday to Wednesday and Good Friday, and choral services Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday. The choir sang its heart out, Mark gave us
amazing organ music and the flower arrangers did wonders in the Lady-Chapel on
Maundy Thursday and in the Church for the Easter services. Clergy and servers
worked to produce inspiring, dignified services. On Holy Saturday we were joined by
Bishop Lusa, the recently appointed Bishop of Willesden, who seemed to enjoy
himself thoroughly, although we guessed that his style of worship is a bit different!
We hope to see him again soon.
The following weekend, I went to sing services in Leeds and Halifax Minsters with
Cantores Vagantes, (‘The Wandering Singers’). This choir has been visiting cathedrals
and city churches to sing when their official choirs are on holiday, for almost 50
years! Although we were a bit depleted and had to work very hard, we still had a
great time, and it was wonderful to be together again after so long.
We were very sad to learn of the passing of Jack Warrick - such a long-standing and
stalwart member of the St. Edmund’s family, and a faithful server in his younger days.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Ann, Sarah and Mike and their families. May he
rest in peace and rise in glory. It was so good to see such a full church for Jack’s
funeral, especially old friends from his time at St. Edmund’s, like Fr. Bruce and
Barbara Driver, and many others - and very special to have Fr. Peter Godden
presiding: a real Church Family affair. What came over strongly were Jack’s truly
gentlemanly qualities. Afterwards we enjoyed typical Warrick hospitality at Nicholas
Way: many thanks and warm thoughts to you all.
I visited my dear friend Primrose Linell on 20th April, the day after her 90th birthday,
to administer Home Communion to her. Although she suffered from dementia, it was
clear that she understood what was happening, and showed emotional thanks for
bringing her the service. She was also pleased when I presented her with some wild
primroses I had brought back for her from the woods of East Sussex the day before.
Sadly, she died on 30th April. Primrose was a delightful and devout person, who
looked after her sick husband Roland for sixteen years, and she also had a lovely
mischievous sense of fun. We’d had a mutual acquaintance: one of my infant school
teachers in Greenford in the late ’50s had been a very good friend of hers! I’d showed
Primrose a class photo of when I was in the young Miss Ivy’s form, and she in turn
showed me pictures of my teacher in her later years. That was one of the many
causes of our bonding: I loved Primrose dearly. And it was obvious on that last day I
saw her, that she’d kept both her faith and her sense of humour to the end. Our
thoughts are with her daughter Dorothy, her younger sister, and her brother-in-law
who hopes to conduct her funeral service at Breakspear on 6th June. Primrose will be
praying for us in the Heavenly places...
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30th April was emotional for me in another way as well. Frank and I attended the
biannual General Meeting of the Guild of Musicians and Singers, (of which I’m a
member) at All Hallows by the Tower, East London. After Guild business, an organ
recital and a talk by Barry Rose (former Musical Director at St. Paul’s Cathedral), we
were just finishing tea when a group of Ukrainian refugees, mainly mothers and
daughters, came into the church. They introduced themselves to the assembly, and
were invited to sing, which they did - their National Anthem. We applauded them,
and our guest organist, David Cook, then played to them. Some of us were in tears.
It made that awful war seem so much more real, but we were so glad of this surprise
encounter.
Our All-Age Service took the theme of the story of Jesus making breakfast for His
disciples on the shore after His Resurrection. Mother Helen led a question-andanswer session on aspects of the story, to make us think more deeply about it, and
this was followed by an audio-visual meditation with images and sounds of the sea,
and of the story.
The Arrow Players’ play ‘Wynter’s Ending’, written by Mike Warrick and performed on
5th, 6th and 7th May, was an absolute treat. The plot was cleverly convoluted, the
script hilarious and the cast on excellent form, showing their usual star quality.
A special accolade goes to Jenny Sakal as Jane Granite, whose sparkling control over
her multitude of lines, sharp changes of characterisation and superb stage presence
raised this already brilliant production to the heights of a really professional
production. Congratulations, all of you, and thank you for a thoroughly enjoyable
and uplifting evening!
The next entertaining and edifying event was the Women’s Guild Meeting on
10th May, when Wendy from The Green Stores, Croxley Green, gave an interesting
and lively talk. The Green Stores is a Zero Waste Store, the aim of which is to enable
its customers to live a more sustainable life by purchasing package-free products such
as dry foods (e.g. pasta, pulses, herbs and spices), snacks, and laundry and household
items. Paper bags are supplied, but customers are encouraged to take their own
containers (which are carefully weighed in the shop). Wendy’s passion for the
environment and her practical can-do approach were very inspiring, and she has
enthused us all, both to increase our eco-efforts and to visit the shop - which isn’t far
from Croxley Station, and there are also places to park. See you there!
Saturday 14th May saw the St. Edmund’s Plant Sale. It was a glorious day, and it was
so lovely to see and chat to people of the neighbourhood and further afield who came
to buy plants and have some refreshment and relaxation. There was a great and
beautiful range of plants, too. We made about £800 on the day, and there’s more to
come from our sale after church on Sunday 15th. Thank you Steve, Mike G, Clare,
Judith and James, Jenny and Ann, and all who made it possible.
We are very glad to see Fr. Michael back in good health after his bout of Covid, and
hope his break in Italy helped to restore his energy. Let’s hope this summer is a good
one. Don’t forget the Royal Film Evening on Thursday 2nd June, the Jubilee Lunch on
Sunday 5th June, the Summer Fair on Saturday 18th June and the Women’s Guild
Garden Centre Trip on Tuesday 21st June.
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R.I.P. JACK WARRICK 1930-2022
from Fr. Peter Godden’s Address at Jack’s Funeral
I am sure that I will not be the only one who, upon seeing the wonderful photograph
of Jack on the front of today’s Order of Service, broke into a smile. This splendid
image epitomises him so perfectly: he of course, looks immaculate, as he always did
for formal occasions; there are his wise gentle eyes, and his warm smile.
We are all blessed to have known Jack; he was someone who indubitably enriched the
lives of all who knew him. As we have heard, one of the many places that played a big
part in Jack’s life was this community of faith, where Jack served as an intercessor
and reader, sidesman, churchwarden, and altar server. And it is clear that Jack’s faith
was a real, lived faith: as Christ’s disciples we are called to emulate our Saviour, and
reflect God’s love wherever we can, which is something that Jack most certainly did.
Jack was gentle; the term gentleman could have been coined specifically for him.
He was unfailingly kind, and encouraging. In contrast to his seriously impressive
footballing exploits, my cross-country career was rather pedestrian. But I remember
very well chatting with Jack in his kitchen about my running, and the encouragement
he gave me.
He was generous; when Mike and I were chatting yesterday, he reminded me of an
occasion when Jack, joining in with one of many St. Edmund’s pilgrimages, on this
occasion to the northeast, gave me, an undergraduate at Durham, some beer money
as he left – and I should say that he didn’t just give it to me, but had it expertly
concealed in the palm of his hand, so as he shook mine to say farewell, it passed from
him to me.
He was forgiving: I once borrowed a lovely pen from him when we were sitting in the
same stand at Vicarage Road so that I could try and get an autograph or two after a
game; I consequently lost that pen, and so subsequently presented myself at 3
Nicholas Way, replacement in hand, feeling very penitent and embarrassed. But Jack,
was of course, Jack: he could not have been more gracious and encouraging, and
insisted that it didn’t matter a bit.
He was welcoming. As anyone who has visited his home with Ann will know, to be
there was to be made to feel at home, to feel welcome, and loved.
This is just a glimpse of how Jack lived his life, and it was most certainly a blessing to
all of us.
But of course, we are called not just to emulate Christ, but to follow Him: to trust
Him as our Way, as our journey.
As we have heard, Jack went on many pilgrimages in his life. One was to the Holy
Land, where, in the Garden of Gethsemane, which today finds itself beside a very
busy road, Jack read a passage of scripture; whilst his fellow pilgrims came away
remembering the din of the traffic, Jack hadn’t heard it, so caught up was he in the words
that he was speaking.
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Today, we commemorate Jack’s final act of pilgrimage, when all of the world’s
clamour and noise will fade, as he makes his way through Jesus to our heavenly
Father.
Amidst the enormous grief of no longer having Jack among us, there is extraordinary
hope and joy to be found in the fact that Jack left us on Easter Day, on the day of
Jesus Christ’s resurrection from the dead.
It is because of that unique moment in human history, where all our destinies
changed, that we can have confidence and hope: for Christ our Way, our truth, and
our life, is risen: He has opened the doors to everlasting life with God our Father.
And so all who put their trust in Him will know his unending rest. We thank God for
Jack, and we thank God that Jack, with us all, has a Saviour, who has a place
prepared for us in His Father’s house.

JACK WARRICK - IN MEMORIAM
Mike Warrick
Jack Warrick was born in St. Austell, Cornwall. He had an older sister, Agnes, and,
before long, he was joined by his younger sister Anne. Jack was a keen sportsman
and, by all accounts, a very good footballer. The highlight of his playing career was a
charity match where he appeared in the same team as Stanley Matthews; he used to
reminisce fondly about the raking cross-field pass that he played into the path of the
great man.
As with all young men at that time, he endured two years National Service. Like his
father, he served in The Royal Engineers, and he was stationed primarily in Benghazi.
On leaving the army, he went to St. Paul’s Teacher Training college in Cheltenham.
His first teaching post was at Mount Stewart School in Kenton, quickly establishing
himself as a conscientious and respected teacher and coach of a vast array of sports.
He also helped to dig a swimming pool and organised the Dr. Barnardo’s Helpers
League. Teaching swimming and giving opportunities to those less fortunate were
very important to Jack throughout his life.
The staff at Mount Stewart was joined by Ann Stiles. The two of them obviously got
on well since they married 3 years later. The following year, Sarah was born,
followed by Mike, 5 years later.
Jack moved to Chantry School, where, in addition to the role of Deputy Head, he
continued with coaching sports, giving up his own time to make sure that all children
had the opportunity to participate fully. He progressed on to Deputy Head at Weald
Junior School. His work coaching and organising sports was formally recognised
when he was invited to become chairman of the Harrow Schools’ Sports Association
from 1968-1969. He was appointed as Head Teacher at Kenmore Park Middle
School; a post he held for twenty years. Jack’s approach is illustrated by his belief
that every child is capable of, and should have access to, learning a musical
instrument and he established a very successful programme to promote and enable
instrumental music for all pupils.
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For some years, he also gave up his time during the school holidays to take a group of
disadvantaged youngsters from Middlesex for a week in Lymington to help them to
learn valuable life skills. These activities reflect his absolute determination that all
young people must have opportunities. He had time for all pupils and there are many
anecdotes to show his care for children who were perhaps overlooked by other adults.
Outside of his professional career, Jack had many interests. Unsurprisingly, one of
these was watching football, attending World Cup, Cup Winner’s Cup, FA Cup and
League Cup Finals at Wembley, as well as a spell as a season ticket holder at Watford.
Another passion was swimming. Never a great swimmer himself, he was heavily
involved in coaching and promoting swimming at a local and national level.
He also developed a keen interest in photography taking many pictures of Family
Holidays as well as photographs of Arrow Players productions. This was not his only
involvement with Arrow Players, having assisted backstage, and carried out the
Production Superintendent and House Manager roles, as well as being a proud
member of the audience on countless occasions.
He also enjoyed cooking, be it bread, barbeques in the garden or his legendary
Cornish Pasties. The pasties were just one facet of his lifelong love of his home
county of Cornwall. He managed to visit every year, except during the recent
pandemic, and was able to enjoy a visit only a few weeks ago. He was a passionate
advocate of all things Cornish; the scenery, the traditions, the people, the food, and
the beer.
Family was very important to Jack. He always enjoyed getting together with his
siblings and their families, as well as family holidays and activities with Ann, Sarah,
and Mike and later Louisa and Joanna. He delighted in both of his grandchildren,
babysitting while their parents went to Arrow Players, serving as a governor at their
infants and junior schools and making sure that they were supplied with the
essentials as they got older, such as money for socialising at University and for a
cooked breakfast after a night shift.
Until recently he was an active member of St. Edmunds Church, having been
confirmed here. He was a sidesman and served two years as Churchwarden before
moving into the Sanctuary as an altar server, where he assisted at many 8 o’clock
Sunday services. He enjoyed several Church Pilgrimages: The Holy Land, Santiago de
Compostela, Portugal, Rome and Whitley Bay. A particular highlight came in the
Garden of Gethsemane when it was his turn to read the lesson during the group’s act
of worship. While others in the group were distracted by the noise of traffic, Jack was
so moved and immersed in the moment that he didn’t even notice the noise.
During his life and since his passing, we have heard many comments and tributes to
Jack and they speak of a kind, gentle and caring man. A true gentleman. He was
quietly generous with his time and in other ways. Listening and encouraging, he
helped many people of different abilities to follow their interests and to be the best
that they could be at what they wanted to do.
Coming right up to date, on the day that he died, I spoke to Father Bruce and he
made a comment that has stuck with me ever since, and it occurs to me that many of
us would aspire to a similar reflection on our lifetime. He simply said, “Good Old
Jack”.
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HYMN OF THE MONTH
Mike Godden
Part of the celebration of the Festival of Corpus Christi is the solemn procession of the
consecrated Host, which is usually accompanied by hymn-singing. Here is one of
those special Corpus Christi hymns - solemn, stately, yet poetic and devout ...
Sweet Sacrament divine,
Hid in Thine earthly home,
Lo, round Thy lowly shrine,
With suppliant hearts we come;
Jesus, to Thee our voice we raise
In songs of love and heartfelt praise:
Sweet Sacrament divine.
Sweet Sacrament divine

Sweet Sacrament of rest,
Ark from the ocean’s roar,
Within Thy shelter blest
Soon may we reach the shore;
Save us, for still the tempest raves,
Save, lest we sink beneath the waves:
Sweet Sacrament of rest.
Sweet Sacrament of rest.

Sweet Sacrament of peace,
Dear home for every heart,
Where restless yearnings cease
And sorrows all depart;
There in Thine ear all trustfully
We tell our tale of misery:
Sweet Sacrament of peace.
Sweet Sacrament of peace.

Sweet Sacrament divine,
Earth’s light and jubilee,
In Thy far depths doth shine
Thy Godhead’s majesty;
Sweet light, so shine on us, we pray,
That earthly joys may fade away:
Sweet Sacrament divine.
Sweet Sacrament divine.

The hymn’s words and music were both written by Rev. Francis Stanfield (18351914), a Roman Catholic priest who was ordained in 1860. He was born in
Hampstead, but was educated and lived most of his life in Hertfordshire. He
published a several collections of hymns. His Father was Clarkson Stanfield RA,
noted painter best known for his large-scale paintings of dramatic marine subjects
and landscapes.
Stanfield’s tune for the hymn is “Divine Mysteries”, a beautifully melodious tune that
fits the hymn perfectly.
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BRITISH CATHEDRALS - PART 10
Mike Godden
LEICESTER CATHEDRAL - The Cathedral Church of St. Martin. The Diocese
of Leicester has its origins in the 7th century; the original Anglo-Saxon cathedral was
abandoned after Danish invasion in the 9th century, when the See was moved to
Dorchester in Oxfordshire, then to Lincoln in 1072. During the Reformation, a new
cathedral was started but never completed; instead, a new Diocese was formed at
Peterborough. Then in 1926 parts of the Diocese of Peterborough became a new
Diocese of Leicester, and the Parish Church of St. Martin of Tours was elevated to be
its Cathedral. The building was originally an 11th century Norman church, being
rebuilt in the 13th and again in the 15th century, with major alterations in the
Victorian era. The building is notable for its 220 foot tower and spire. The striking
East Window was installed as a monument to those who died in World War I.
A cenotaph memorial stone to Richard III was until recently located in the chancel;
it was replaced by his tomb. The King, killed in 1485 at the Battle of Bosworth Field,
had been roughly interred in the nearby Greyfriars Priory. His remains were
exhumed in 2012 and re-interred in the Cathedral in 2015.
PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL - The Cathedral Church of St. Thomas
of Canterbury. The Diocese of Portsmouth was created in 1927 from parts of the
Diocese of Winchester, and at that time the Parish Church of St. Thomas (Becket) of
Canterbury became its Cathedral. The church was originally built as a chapel in the
late 12th century as a memorial to Thomas Becket; it became a Parish Church in the
14th century. Only the chancel and transepts remain from that time. After many
years of neglect, culminating in extensive damage during the Civil War, the church
was extensively rebuilt under Charles II in the late 1600s, with further extensions
during the subsequent hundred years and other alterations during the 18th and 19th
centuries. Then in 1902 the church was closed for 2 years for essential work on the
foundations. After becoming a Cathedral, further extensions were planned, and after
much re-planning and re-design, the project was eventually completed in 1991, when
the Cathedral was re-consecrated in the presence of Queen Elizabeth the Queen
Mother.
GUILDFORD CATHEDRAL - The Cathedral Church of The Holy Spirit.
The Diocese of Guildford was formed in 1927 from part of the Diocese of Winchester,
covering most of Surrey and much of north-east Hampshire. The Cathedral is a new
edifice, built between 1936 and 1961. Until its consecration, Guildford’s restored
Georgian Holy Trinity Church served as the seat of the Bishop of Guildford. When
building restrictions were lifted after the War, renewed fund-raising included a “Buy a
Brick for 2/6d” scheme - not dissimilar from our own “Shilling a week” campaign of
1962-4. The new Cathedral is largely brick-built; its style is said to be “Modernist
Neo Gothic / Neo Deco”, and with its copper roofs, there is a passing resemblance in
style to St. Edmund’s - of the same vintage.
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THE AMICI CHAMBER CHOIR
at St. Edmund’s
7.30 pm Saturday 25th June
Doors open 7 pm
Music includes works by Durufle, Rutter,
Chilcott, Barber and Gjeilo
Tickets £14.00 available on the door or from
www.amicichamberchoir.org.uk

SUMMER CONCERT
7.30 pm Saturday 2nd July
at Douay Martyrs School
Edinburgh Drive, Ickenham, UB10 8QY
American Music by Copeland, Gershwin, Shearing
and songs from West Side Story
Conductor - Robert Jones
Accompanist - Laurence Frankel
Soloists - Emma Bowles, Alex Jones
Tickets £15, on the door (under 12s free)
www.eastcote-ruislip-choral.org
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JUNE CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Evil (Genesis 6:5) (10)
7. Musician called for by Elisha when he
met the kings of Israel, Judah and Edom
(2 Kings 3:15) (7)
8. The request that led to the institution of
the Lord’s Prayer: ‘Lord, — us to pray’
(Luke 11:1) (5)
10. ‘We are hard pressed on every—’
(2 Corinthians 4:8) (4)
11. Fraud (2 Corinthians 6:8) (8)
13. ‘His troops advance in force; they build
a siege ramp against me and — around
my tent’ (Job 19:12) (6)
15. Where Rachel hid Laban’s household
gods when he searched his daughter’s
tent (Genesis 31:34) (6)
17. ‘Now about spiritual gifts, brothers,
I do not want you to be—’
(1 Corinthians 12:1) (8)
18. Nomadic dwelling (Genesis 26:25) (4)
21. ‘As for man, his days are like—,he
flourishes like a flower of the field’
(Psalm 103:15) (5)
22. Or I live (anag.) (7)
23. Those guilty of 1 Across
(Romans13:4) (10)

DOWN
1. ‘God so loved the — that he gave his
one and only Son’ (John 3:16) (5)
2. ‘Away in a manger, no — for a bed’ (4)
3. Mob ten (anag.) (6)
4. ‘Each — group made its own gods in
several towns where they settled’
(2 Kings 17:29) (8)
5. Began (Luke 9:46) (7)
6. Speaking very softly (John 7:32) (10)
9. Workers Ruth joined when she arrived
in Bethlehem with her mother-in-law
Naomi (Ruth 2:3) (10)
12. Put in jail (Acts 22:19) (8)
14. Ace turn (anag.) (7)
16. Discharge (Acts 21:3) (6)
19. ‘All these—come from inside and make
a man “unclean”’ (Mark 7:23) (5)
20. ‘Let us rejoice and be glad and — him
glory!’ (Revelation 19:7) (4)
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MAY Crossword Solution

