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(020) 8866 7173

WELCOME
to the online edition of this magazine.
In the current circumstances, we are publishing on our website
so that you don’t miss out on the regular monthly issue.
If you know someone who does not have internet access
and would like a printed copy of this magazine,
please contact Steve Castle at
steven.castle@saintedmundschurch.org.uk
giving their name and postal address
(having first obtained their permission
to supply this personal information).
If you would like to receive the Newsletter by e-mail
you can subscribe by completing the form at
https://tinyurl.com/subscribe-orbit
or by visiting www.saintedmundschurch.org.uk
and clicking the “Subscribe” link underneath “Weekly Newsletter”.
All Services continue to be celebrated with a congregation inside Church.
In addition, the 10 am Sunday Sung Eucharist is available online see www.saintedmundschurch.org.uk for details.
Refreshments are now available in the Hall afterwards (table service).
The wearing of masks is optional.
Communion continues to be given in one kind only.
The Peace is shared non-physically.
The Offertory Procession remains suspended,
but collection plates are available near the Font.
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FR. MICHAEL’S LETTER
Dear Friends,
In my August letter last year, I mentioned that there was a great deal of work needed
to be done on the roofs of the foyer, Chapel, and the Hall. In September we launched
the Raise the Roof project to raise the funds to undertake the work. Amazingly, the
money required for the first phase of the work was reached and apart from a few
snagging issues that phase of the work has now been completed. A huge thank you to
everyone who made a donation or helped at any of the fundraising activities that took
place during the year and a big thank you too to the members of the Building and
Fundraising Committee who had some imaginative and thankfully lucrative ideas to
make money. Phase 2 is a much bigger undertaking and will require a larger capital
input, but I am sure that if we can acquire some external grants, we should be able to
raise the funds. We will be launching Phase 2 after a well-earned summer break, so it
is a case of watch this space. Please keep the project in your prayers.
It is important to ground everything we do in prayer. Bishop Pete at my Induction
stressed this and said that if we were not a prayerful people then we were little more
than a social club. Prayer has been at the centre of St. Edmund’s life since the early
days of the church, when worship was in a marquee on the site of the Church Hall
which was the original church building. Sadly, in 2020 we were forbidden to meet as
a worshipping community and all our services had to be virtual. In fact, I was not
allowed for a time to even use the Church building to celebrate the Eucharist and had
to convert the dining room in the Vicarage into a chapel. After the first lockdown
congregations were allowed to return to the building with a number of restrictions;
namely mask wearing, social distancing and no congregational singing. Then there
was a second lockdown and only a very limited number were allowed in church.
Once that lockdown was lifted things slowly returned to something like normality
although there are still certain things that have not returned fully. I am aware that
now the level of Covid infections is again on the rise, although because of the
vaccination programme most cases are reasonably mild (although still unpleasant)
compared to the first outbreak. Having said that, I do understand that some people
still do not feel comfortable or safe returning to public worship, but I am also aware
that others have simply got out of the habit of coming to church particularly on
Sunday mornings. It is also the case that over the last two years quite a number of
our members have sadly died, which has significantly affected our Sunday numbers,
so I would encourage everyone to think and pray seriously if they have not returned
to Sunday worship about doing so. Regular Sunday worship is for Christians a great
witness to our faith and a great start to “Building up the Church in our parish’’.
As you are aware from my letter to you all in July, I will be on Study Leave for three
months from August. Please pray for me as I will be praying for you all.
Have a wonderful summer.
With love and prayers

Father Michael
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CALENDAR AND PRINCIPAL SERVICE READINGS AUGUST 2022
Principal Service - Sung Eucharist at 10.00 am every Sunday
6 Sat

Transfiguration of Our Lord

7 SUN

8th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Genesis 15.1-6, Hebrews 11.1-3,8-16, Luke 12.32-40

14 SUN

9th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Jeremiah 23.23-29, Hebrews 11.29-12.2, Luke 12.49-56

15 Mon

The Blessèd Virgin Mary

21 SUN

10th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Isaiah 58.9b-24, Hebrews 12.18-29, Luke 13.10-17

24 Wed

St. Bartholomew, Apostle

27 SUN

11th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Ecclesiasticus 10.12-18, Hebrews 13.1-8,15-16, Luke 14.1,7-14

25 Mon

St. James, Apostle

Neither Women’s Guild nor Youth Group will meet during August

Farewell Bozley Fairclough
I would like to thank everyone for their kindness on hearing that Bozley, my
feline companion for almost 14 years, had been attacked in my back garden
by two young foxes and left badly injured. My kind neighbours drove me to
the Medivet 24-hour Vet in North Watford, where the staff did everything
they could to save him. But on the following day I had to say ”Goodbye” to
my companion who was so cruelly taken from me.
I have received cards, flowers, plants, telephone calls and visits from so
many lovely people and I thank you all from the bottom of my heart.
Love from Olive Fairclough
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WEEKDAY SERVICES AND OTHER ACTIVITIES
Sunday
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

10.00 am
5.00 pm
6.30 pm
7.00 pm
7.15 pm
6.15 pm
7.00 pm
6.00 pm
10.00 am
11.00 am
8.00 pm
10.30 am

Sunday School
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
Guides
SAID EUCHARIST
Brownies
Scouts
SAID EUCHARIST
SAID EUCHARIST
SAID EUCHARIST
Arrow Players
SAID EUCHARIST

SEPTEMBER MAGAZINE
All contributions for
the September Magazine
to be with Jenny Jones by
Friday 19th August
020 8866 7173
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RAISE THE ROOF UPDATE
The phase 1 works have been continuing well. The external
work is almost complete and we hope the internal works will
be completed by the beginning of August so that we can
decorate the walls and ceilings in the Susan Old lounge. This
decorating work will be done by the people of St Edmund’s
during the summer – if you are reading this and would like to
lend a hand, please let me know!
I will provide some photos for next month’s issue so you can
see the completed work. Thank you again for your generosity
and support which I am delighted is continuing as we move
into phase 2 fundraising. Talking of which …
In phase 2 we will be replacing the
leaking Lady Chapel and Hall
pitched roofs. At the end of June
our total stands at £48,000, thanks
to previous fundraising efforts, this
year’s successful Plant Sale and
Summer Fair, donations and a
large contribution from Arrow
Players.

The Building and Fundraising PCC sub-committee will be applying for grants over the
coming months to help bring us closer to the target.
If you would like to make a personal donation towards the phase 2 work it would be
very welcome. Donations can be made in several ways:
•

by cheque, made payable to PCC of St. Edmund The King (with “Raise the
Roof” written on the reverse please). Cheques may be sent to The Treasurer,
St. Edmund’s Church, 2 Pinner Road, Northwood. HA6 1QS.

•

by bank transfer to our account with CAF Bank:
o account name: PCC of St. Edmund The King, Northwood Hills
o sort code: 40-52-40
o account number: 00017222

•

by online donation via credit or debit card or PayPal by clicking the
“Donate here” button on our website: www.saintedmundschurch.org.uk

Thank you.
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Dates for your Diary: Fundraising Events in aid of Raise The Roof
The profits from the fundraising events below
will be given to the “Raise The Roof” appeal.
The Building and Fundraising PCC Sub-committee
is planning the following events to be held later in 2022:
1st Sunday of each month at 11.15 am

BRING-AND-BUY SALE
Saturday 24th September

BOOK SALE AND ECO FAIR
Saturday 15th October

QUIZ EVENING
Saturday 26th November

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
th

Friday 9 to Saturday 18th December

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
Please put these events in your diary and thank you in advance for your support.
Please let me know if you have any new fundraising ideas,
would like to organise an event,
have any requests for a revival of previously-held events,
or would like to join the committee.
More information
If you would like to know more about the appeal
please contact me on 020 8868 0482
or e-mail steven.castle@saintedmundschurch.org.uk.
Terry Diggins is now the Stewardship Recorder
and will be happy to answer any questions you may have
about making donations.
And finally…
Please join me in praying that we will be successful
in reaching our phase 2 target
and giving thanks for the work completed so far.
Best wishes, Steve.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS
Sarah Parnaby
Greetings - I hope you’ve been enjoying the sunshine, even from the safety of the
shade! It’s good to see the Church Hall not looking like a crime scene any more, now
that the tape has been removed - and it’s an encouraging sign that much progress has
been made with our roofs!
Unfortunately Frank and I went into July with Covid. Frank may have caught it at his
mother’s, while filming with St. Stephen’s Choir, Bournemouth in late June, whereas
I got it the week before. I sadly missed performing in the Amici Choir concert at
St. Edmund’s on Saturday 25th June - I gather it went very well, so that’s good!
We need to keep encouraging people to use our lovely premises! I was very grateful
to parish members for shopping for me when I was ill: Carol kept me going with meds
and other necessary items and Jenny also made very sure I didn’t starve! I also had
other offers which I didn’t need to take up, so thank you, all of you. But that’s why
I haven’t been around for a bit.
Consequently, I found out somewhat late about the passing of dear Bert Heard,
a faithful, gentlemanly - and sometimes quite cheeky (!) member of our congregation,
at the age of 98. He and Gladys were married in Clerkenwell, 72 years ago! We keep
Gladys, Jean and the rest of the family in our thoughts, and pray that he may rest in
peace and rise in glory. His funeral was on Thursday 14th July. Sadly, I could not
attend due to a cataract operation that day.
The Women’s Guild had a very enjoyable meeting in the church on Tuesday 12th July,
when David Steward, well-known for playing the piano at our pantomimes,
entertained us with a large range of delightful light music, interspersed with hilarious
anecdotes from his life as a church organist. Starting with Sinatra’s popular
‘You Make Me Feel So Young’ to a rich and lively arrangement by Nelson Riddle,
he went on to play a medley called ‘Sullivania’ based on tunes from the Gilbert and
Sullivan operas - a great favourite with me! We then listened to a Summer-time
medley, ending with ‘Eviva (or Y Viva) Espana’, which caused most of us to sing and
almost to dance! This was followed by a collection of George Formby and Gracie
Fields songs (another opportunity to join in) and other old favourites including
‘A Walk in the Black Forest’, ‘I Talk to the Trees’ and ‘Long Ago and Far Away’. David
then made us laugh with Les Dawson’s less-than-accurate versions of ‘Margie’ and
‘Oh you Beautiful Doll’ (it takes a lot of skill to play a piano that badly!) and finished
with the lyrical theme-tune to ‘Peyton Place’. Thank you, David, for a tuneful and
jolly afternoon!
Congratulations to Mark Hammond, who has just retired from 34 years’ teaching at
St. Margaret’s School, Bushey, and is planning to spend more time following his path
as a professional musician. We benefit so much from Mark’s musical expertise, and
will continue to do so, thank goodness. We wish him well with all his endeavours: he
deserves to enjoy fully and share more widely the music which is his very special gift.
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Good wishes are also due to Fr. Michael as he takes his three-month Study Leave.
We hope he enjoys and benefits from his deeper study of Italian and of the Anglican
Church in Italy. (Yes, we Anglicans are everywhere, and some of us don’t even speak
English!) In the meantime, let us continue to build up the Church in this parish, give
a warm welcome to new faces and be supportive to our visiting clergy, so that
Fr. Michael comes back to a robust and enthusiastic congregation, a watertight
building and a blossoming Church!
I hope you all have a wonderful August. (As I write, it is still July, and very hot, but
I’m still looking forward to the St. Edmund’s Summer Walk in Ruislip Woods
on Sunday 24th July, which I hope will be leisurely!) As you laze in the sunshine,
you will be reading lots of relaxing books, no doubt. Why not drop them off at
church when you’ve finished, to swell the fare at our Book Sale and Eco Fair
on Saturday 24th September? You will be passing on pleasure to others, while raising
money for the Church!
Summer is a lyrical season, and many beautiful poems have been written about it,
but the one I’ve not been able to get out of my head recently, is the following hymn,
which I used to sing at my Junior School in Greenford, many years ago:

“Summer Suns are Glowing”
by William Walsham How (1823-1897).

Summer suns are glowing
over land and sea;
happy light is flowing,
bountiful and free.
Everything rejoices
in the mellow rays;
all earth’s thousand voices
swell the psalm of praise.

Lord, upon our blindness
thy pure radiance pour;
for thy loving-kindness
make us love thee more.
And when clouds are drifting
dark across our sky,
then, the veil uplifting,
Father, be thou nigh.

God’s free mercy streameth
over all the world,
and his banner gleameth,
everywhere unfurled.
Broad and deep and glorious
as the heaven above,
shines in might victorious
his eternal love.

We will never doubt thee,
though thou veil thy light:
life is dark without thee;
death with thee is bright.
Light of Light! Shine o’er us
on our pilgrim way,
go thou still before us
to the endless day.

Enjoy the rest of the summer.
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CENTENARY BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
Three of us, Ann Hughes, Marjorie Pimm and I, were invited by Colin Kirby to travel
with him to Chalgrove in Oxfordshire to celebrate his father’s 100th Birthday, which
was on 26th June. John has lived in Chalgrove for the past 36 years but before that,
he and his family lived in Marsworth Avenue in this parish. John is still mobile and
converses well with people when he has the opportunity. He took up computing
when he was in his seventies and has written an account of some of his memories.
I have been granted permission to use some of these which will be in italics.
I remember times that today bear little resemblance to life in the twenty first
century. I was born in Devonport, to parents who had been born late in the reign
of Queen Victoria; my father was a naval engineer. When I was nine years old we
moved to Hounslow - my father having been employed nearby as an engineer.
When I left school, at the age of sixteen, I went for an interview to gain
employment in Barclays Bank, about five months before the Second World War.
In the early days of the war we had to close the bank when sirens sounded, but
this was later discontinued. When the RAF were engaged in ‘dog fights’ overhead,
or if there was bombing, the staff took shelter in the strongroom. With a foretaste
of ‘Dad’s Army’, the Manager did become a Home Guard Captain and the Clerk a
Sergeant. Some two years later I volunteered for the RAF.
John met his first wife while still in the RAF; she was employed in a shop local to the
location where he was stationed. John and Margaret (always referred to as Peggie)
were married after the war in 1945 before John was demobbed in 1946.
Peggie became involved with St. John Ambulance Brigade and was one of those who
were involved in the rescue of many hundreds of casualties in the train crash at
Harrow and Wealdstone in 1952. Colin was born in 1957. Nine years later John and
Peggie adopted a baby whom they christened Lorna after her mother. Sadly, Peggie
became ill and died in 1977.
In accordance with her Will, Peggie was cremated at Breakspear Crematorium
following a funeral service at St. Edmund’s conducted by Fr. Reg Ames. By way of
a memorial, the Crematorium offered a wall plaque for a period of ten years
renewable for a further payment. Fr. Ames knew of a gentleman (Michael Farrar
Bell) who would design and make a stained glass window to commemorate
Peggie. I commissioned him to carry out the work. The design reflected her
lifelong involvement with the St. John Ambulance Brigade. She was a Sergeant
in the Brigade and had been created a Serving Sister of the Order of
St. John of Jerusalem (this window is one of several in St. Edmund’s Church).
After my retirement I treated myself to a holiday on the island of Gozo where I
met a lady who was to become my second wife. For the rest of our lives together
we enjoyed many more holidays, mostly in the Mediterranean, Greek Islands and
Italy. Sadly, my second wife, Judy, died at the end of a holiday in Norway. After
a solo trip to Australia, I had no further plans to travel when a couple who had
emigrated to Rhodes invited me and a mutual friend, Jenny, to visit them. Now,
my age and health have put an end to my wanderlust, but I can travel vicariously
with travel programmes on TV.
C. John Kirby, collated by Jenny Jones
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ST. AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO
Adapted from material supplied by www.parishpump.co.uk
After St. Paul, probably the most influential Christian writer ever was St. Augustine of
Hippo (354 - 430), whose feast-day is 28th August. He lived and wrote in a time of
social and spiritual chaos. The Roman Empire was collapsing, the world was about to
slide into the dark ages and the Church was under serious threat from both heresies
within and paganism without.
What St. Augustine wrote at this time helped the Church both to avoid perversions of
Christianity, and to stand strong and unafraid amongst the violent tumult of the
times. His writings held sway over Christianity for the next 15 centuries or so, and
still influence us heavily today.
Augustine was born at Thagaste, in modern Algeria. His father was a pagan, but his
mother, Monica, was a Christian. After studying rhetoric at Carthage to become a
lawyer, Augustine instead became a scholar-philosopher. He abandoned Christianity
for Manichaeism (a prominent religion between the 3rd and 7th centuries originating
in Persia), and lived with a mistress for 15 years. He moved to Rome and then Milan
to teach rhetoric, but slowly grew disenchanted with Manichaeism.
After a long personal conflict, vividly described in his ‘Confessions’, Augustine was
converted and baptised a Christian in 386-7. He returned to Africa in 388, and joined
some friends in establishing a quasi-monastic life. He was ordained priest in 391, and
four years later became Bishop of Hippo (the ancient name for the city of Annaba, in
north-east Algeria). From 396 until his death in 430 he ruled the Diocese alone.
Augustine had a brilliant mind, an ardent temperament and a gift for mystical
insights. Soon his understanding of the Christian Revelation was pouring forth in his
many voluminous writings. Most famous is ‘The Confessions’, the sermons on the
Gospel and Epistle of John, the De Trinitate and the De Civitate Dei. This last, ‘The
City of God’, tackles the opposition between Christianity and the ‘world’ and
represents the first Christian philosophy of history.
Many other works were undertaken in his efforts to tackle various heresies, and led to
the development of his thought on Creation, Grace, the Sacraments and the Church.
Augustine’s influence on Christianity has been huge. Few others have written with
such depth on love, the Holy Trinity and the Psalms. (The preamble to the marriage
service in the BCP is closely based on Augustine.) But his views on Predestination
(the belief that events in life are decided in advance by God or by fate and cannot be
changed) have since been mainly ignored by the Church.
As Bishop, Augustine fearlessly upheld order as the Roman Empire disintegrated
around him. But soon after his death, the city of Hippo fell to the Vandals.
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HYMN OF THE MONTH
Mike Godden
“The City Of God”, written by St. Augustine of Hippo in the 5th century, remains one
of the most important works of Christian philosophy. To say that the work concerned
concerns the difference between God’s eternal kingdom and earthly existence is to
hugely understate the scope of the work, but this hymn, inspired by it, offers some
reflections on its themes.
City of God, how broad and far
Outspread thy walls sublime!
The true thy chartered freemen are
Of every age and clime.

How purely hath thy speech come down
From man’s primæval youth!
How grandly hath thine empire grown
Of freedom, love, and truth!

One holy Church, one army strong,
One steadfast, high intent;
One working band, one harvest-song,
One King omnipotent.

How gleam thy watch-fires through the night
With never-fainting ray!
How rise thy towers, serene and bright,
To meet the dawning day!

In vain the surge’s angry shock,
In vain the drifting sands:
Unharmed upon the eternal Rock
The eternal City stands.
The words of the hymn were written in 1860 by American theologian Samuel
Johnson (1822-1882). He was born in Massachusetts and educated at Harvard.
The tune usually used for the hymn is “Richmond”, which pre-dates the hymn, having
been first published in 1792 by Rev. Thomas. Haweis (1734-1820). He was born in
Cornwall, educated at Christ’s College, Cambridge, and was ordained at Oxford 1757.
In 1764 he became rector of All Saints’ Church in Aldwincle, Northamptonshire, and
later served as administrator at Trevecca College, Wales, a school founded by the
Countess of Huntingdon, whom Haweis served as chaplain. After completing
advanced studies at Cambridge, he published a Bible commentary and a volume on
church history. Haweis was strongly interested in missions and helped to found the
London Mission Society.
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AUGUST CROSSWORD
3.
4.
5.
6,
7.

12.
14.

15.

ACROSS
8. One of the titles given to the Messiah in
Isaiah’s prediction (Isaiah 9:6) (6,2,5)
9. International Nepal Fellowship (1,1,1)
10. Single (1 Corinthians 7:27) (9)
11. Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s seminal book
about Soviet prison camps,
The — Archipelago (5)
13. Treachery (2 Kings 11:14) (7)
16. Of India (anag.) (2,3,2)
19. ‘God has put us apostles on display at
the end of the procession, like men
condemned to die in the — ’
(1 Corinthians 4:9) (5)
22. Follower of a theological system
characterised by a strong belief in
predestination (9)
24. ‘Put these old rags and worn-out clothes
under your arms to— the ropes’
(Jeremiah 38:12) (3)
25. They brought together all the elders of
the Israelites in Egypt
(Exodus 4:29) (5,3,5)
DOWN
1. The season when kings ‘go off to war’
(2 Samuel 11:1) (6)
2. Simon Peter’s response to Jesus by the
Sea of Galilee: ‘Go away from me, Lord; I
am a — man’ (Luke 5:8) (6)

16.
17.

18.
20.
21.

23.
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Beaten with whips (1 Kings 12:11) (8)
‘You shall not — adultery’
(Exodus 20:14) (6)
Encourage (Hebrews 10:24) (4)
Service of morning prayer in the Church
of England (6)
‘Take and eat this in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and — — him in
your heart by faith with thanksgiving’
(4,2)
Run (anag.) (3)
Member of 17th century party that
denied the right of autonomy to the
Church (8)
‘We will triumph with our tongues;
we—our lips’ (Psalm 12:4) (3)
Earnings (1 Corinthians 16:2) (6)
‘I rejoice greatly in the Lord that——
you have renewed your concern for me’
(Philippians 4:10) (2,4)
How Paul described Philemon
(Philemon 1) (6)
Multiple territories under the rule of a
single state (Daniel 11:4) (6)
‘You have been unfaithful; you have
married foreign women,—to Israel’s
guilt’ (Ezra 10:10) (6)
This month (abbrev.) (4)

JULY Crossword Solution

The Church of St. Edmund the King has been serving
the Parish of Northwood Hills since 1934.
The Parish is in the Harrow Deanery of
the Willesden Episcopal Area of the Diocese of London

Edmund was the devout young King of the East Angles,
martyred by the Danes for his allegiance to Christ
in the year 869 when he was 29 years old.
The crown and arrows of the church crest
symbolise his Kingship and Martyrdom.

